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Abstract 

India’s biodiversity is one of the richest and most diverse in the world, spanning ecosystems from the Himalayas to 

coastal mangroves. To preserve this biodiversity, the Indian government launched the National Biodiversity Action 

Plan (NBAP) in 2008, aiming to conserve and sustainably use biological resources while ensuring equitable benefit-

sharing. The NBAP, aligned with international frameworks like the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 

outlines specific actions for protecting ecosystems, conserving endangered species, and managing natural resources 

sustainably. Key strategies include the establishment of protected areas, restoration of degraded habitats, and 

combating resource over-exploitation. In addition to domestic initiatives, India plays a crucial role in global 

environmental governance, committing to international agreements such as the Paris Agreement and working 

through the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to address climate change, pollution, and biodiversity 

loss. This paper critically examines the NBAP’s effectiveness in conserving biodiversity in India, exploring both 

successes and challenges. It also discusses India's evolving role in international environmental commitments and 

how its domestic policies align with global sustainability objectives. 
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Introduction 

The Indian government has implemented a range of policies and initiatives aimed at addressing environmental 

challenges while promoting sustainable development. These policies focus on reducing pollution, conserving natural 

resources, and mitigating the impacts of climate change. Through various laws, regulations, and national action plans, 

India is working towards a more sustainable and environmentally conscious future. 

 

The Role of Government in Environmental Protection 

The Indian government plays a crucial role in protecting the environment through various policies, laws, and 

initiatives. Environmental protection in India has evolved significantly since the 1970s, as industrialization and 

urbanization led to rising environmental concerns. The government has recognized that sustainable development is 

critical, and it has focused on improving air quality, conserving water, protecting forests, and addressing waste 

management issues. Various ministries, including the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC), are responsible for policy formulation and regulation enforcement. They also work in collaboration with 

state governments, local authorities, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to promote environmental 

sustainability. Over time, India has enacted several significant laws and policies aimed at mitigating environmental 

degradation, with the recognition that environmental conservation must be integrated into economic development. 

(Sundaram & Verma, 2016) 

 

Environmental Laws and Regulations in India 

India has established several comprehensive environmental laws and regulations to address the challenges posed by 

industrial growth, population pressures, and resource depletion. These laws focus on pollution control, biodiversity 

conservation, and sustainable resource management. 

• The Environmental Protection Act (1986) was enacted as a comprehensive law to provide the framework 

for environmental protection and management. It empowers the central government to take necessary 

measures for protecting the environment, including air and water quality standards, waste management, and 

the regulation of hazardous substances. This Act is crucial in guiding India's approach to controlling 

environmental pollution and ensuring that industrial activities comply with environmental standards. 

(Sundaram & Verma, 2016) 

• The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act (1981) addresses air pollution in India, particularly in 

urban and industrial areas. This law provides guidelines for controlling emissions from industries, vehicles, 

and other sources. The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State Pollution Control Boards 

(SPCBs) are tasked with monitoring air quality and enforcing air pollution control measures. These 
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regulations are critical in addressing the growing issue of air pollution, particularly in metropolitan cities 

like Delhi. (Aggarwal, 2010) 

• The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act (1974) regulates the discharge of pollutants into 

water bodies. It aims to maintain water quality, prevent water contamination from industrial and sewage 

waste, and ensure the sustainability of water resources. The Act emphasizes monitoring and controlling 

water pollution through pollution control measures and the establishment of pollution boards at both the 

state and national levels. This law also promotes the treatment of industrial effluents and sewage to protect 

water bodies like rivers, lakes, and oceans. (Aggarwal, 2010) 

India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) 

India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), launched in 2008, outlines the country's strategy for 

addressing climate change. It aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions while promoting sustainable development. 

NAPCC focuses on eight key missions: 

1. Solar Energy: India aims to expand its solar energy capacity to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and 

promote renewable energy. 

2. Energy Efficiency: This mission seeks to enhance energy efficiency across sectors, including industries, 

transportation, and buildings. 

3. Sustainable Agriculture: The plan emphasizes climate-resilient farming practices to ensure food security 

in the face of changing climatic conditions. 

4. Water Conservation: This mission aims to enhance water-use efficiency, implement water-saving 

technologies, and ensure water sustainability for agricultural and urban needs. 

5. Sustainable Habitat: The focus here is on promoting green buildings, public transportation systems, and 

reducing the environmental footprint of urbanization. 

6. Green India: It involves increasing forest cover and biodiversity conservation to absorb carbon and help 

mitigate climate change. 

7. Energy from Waste: This mission encourages converting waste into renewable energy, reducing landfill 

waste and providing alternative sources of power. 

8. Himalayan Ecosystem: This mission aims to protect the unique biodiversity and ecosystem of the 

Himalayan region, which is particularly vulnerable to climate change. 

The NAPCC provides a framework for national and state-level policies to address climate change, and its initiatives 

are critical in shaping India’s green future. (Gupta & Kamboj, 2021) 

 

Green India Mission 

The Green India Mission is one of the key components of India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change, aimed 

at enhancing carbon sequestration through afforestation and reforestation. This mission seeks to increase the forest 

cover in the country, restore degraded ecosystems, and protect biodiversity. By 2030, the Green India Mission targets 

the restoration of 5 million hectares of degraded forest and the increase in forest cover by 5 million hectares. 

Additionally, the mission focuses on sustainable forest management, involving local communities in conservation 

efforts, and improving forest productivity. This initiative is essential for addressing the twin challenges of carbon 

emissions and biodiversity loss. (Gupta & Kamboj, 2021) 

 

National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) 

India’s National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP), launched in 2008, is a comprehensive policy aimed at conserving 

India’s rich biodiversity. The NBAP addresses the sustainable use of biological resources and the fair and equitable 

sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic resources. The plan outlines specific actions for the protection of 

ecosystems, the conservation of endangered species, and the sustainable management of natural resources. India is 

home to some of the world’s most diverse ecosystems, from the Himalayan mountains to the coastal mangroves, and 

the NBAP aims to preserve this biodiversity for future generations. Key strategies include the establishment of 

protected areas like national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, habitat restoration projects, and regulations to control 

the over-exploitation of resources. The NBAP also emphasizes the importance of integrating biodiversity 

conservation into the country’s development planning. (Singh & Soni, 2015) 

 India’s International Environmental Commitments 
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India has made significant international commitments to address global environmental challenges, emphasizing 

climate change mitigation, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable development. Through its active participation 

in global frameworks and initiatives, India seeks to balance its development goals with environmental responsibility. 

 

India and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

India’s commitment to addressing climate change is reflected in its role in the Paris Agreement. Signed in 2015, the 

agreement calls for countries to limit global temperature rise to well below 2°C, with efforts to limit it to 1.5°C. As 

one of the largest emitters of greenhouse gases, India has made a significant pledge under the Paris Agreement to 

reduce its carbon intensity (emissions per unit of GDP) by 33-35% by 2030, compared to 2005 levels. India has also 

committed to increasing the share of renewable energy in its energy mix, aiming to achieve 175 GW of renewable 

energy capacity by 2022, with a long-term goal of reaching 500 GW by 2030. India’s approach to climate change is 

shaped by the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, acknowledging that while developed countries 

have historically contributed more to global emissions, developing nations like India face unique challenges in 

balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability. In line with this, India has also called for increased 

financial and technological support for developing countries to help them transition to cleaner energy systems. These 

commitments align with India's broader goal of achieving sustainable development while mitigating climate change. 

(Bhandari, 2021) 

 

India’s Role in the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

India plays an active and influential role in the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which serves as 

the principal global body for environmental governance. UNEP works to coordinate international efforts to address 

environmental issues, such as pollution, biodiversity loss, and climate change, and India has consistently supported 

UNEP’s initiatives aimed at sustainable development and environmental conservation. As a member of UNEP, India 

has contributed to efforts focused on addressing transboundary environmental issues, such as air and water pollution, 

as well as the impacts of climate change. India’s participation in UNEP is particularly significant in light of its vast 

natural resources, biodiversity, and vulnerability to climate change. Moreover, India has worked to amplify the voices 

of developing nations within UNEP, advocating for policies that take into account the developmental needs and 

constraints of these countries. India’s active role in UNEP highlights its commitment to multilateral environmental 

cooperation and the need for collective global action to tackle environmental degradation. (Shukla & Kapoor, 2011) 

 

India’s Role in the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

India’s involvement in the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) underscores its commitment to protecting its 

rich biodiversity, which is home to some of the most diverse ecosystems in the world, including the Himalayas, the 

Western Ghats, and the Sundarbans. As a signatory to the CBD, India has pledged to conserve and sustainably use 

its biological resources while ensuring the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic 

resources. The National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP), formulated in line with India’s commitments to the CBD, 

outlines actions to conserve India’s biodiversity, protect ecosystems, and restore degraded habitats. India is also 

actively involved in CBD negotiations and works to integrate biodiversity conservation into its broader sustainable 

development framework. By participating in the CBD, India acknowledges the importance of biodiversity not only 

for ecological health but also for its economic development, food security, and the well-being of its people. India’s 

efforts include the establishment of national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and conservation programs aimed at 

protecting endangered species. However, challenges remain, particularly in curbing poaching, habitat destruction, 

and the impacts of climate change on biodiversity. (Singh & Soni, 2015) 

 

India’s Participation in the UNFCCC 

India’s role in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is central to global climate 

negotiations. As a key player in the climate change discourse, India has consistently advocated for climate justice 

and the responsibility of developed nations in addressing the global climate crisis. India has highlighted the need for 

financial and technological support for developing countries to mitigate and adapt to climate change impacts. In the 

context of the Kyoto Protocol and subsequent climate agreements, India has maintained the stance that historical 

responsibility for emissions lies primarily with developed countries, and that they must take on a greater share of the 

burden in reducing emissions and providing funding for climate adaptation and mitigation. India’s focus has been on 

ensuring that climate change negotiations consider the developmental needs of emerging economies and that 

differentiated responsibilities are upheld. Through its participation in the UNFCCC, India has reinforced the principle 

that tackling climate change must go hand in hand with achieving sustainable development. India’s Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement further outline its climate action plans, which include 

scaling up renewable energy capacity, improving energy efficiency, and reducing the carbon intensity of its economy. 

(Shukla, 2017) 
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South-South Cooperation on Environmental Issues 

India has also played a significant role in South-South Cooperation, particularly in the context of environmental 

sustainability and sustainable development. Through South-South Cooperation, India shares its experiences, 

expertise, and technological solutions with other developing countries, particularly those in Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America. This cooperation emphasizes mutual support among developing nations to address common environmental 

challenges such as climate change, desertification, deforestation, and water scarcity. India’s expertise in areas such 

as renewable energy (especially solar and wind power), water management, and sustainable agriculture has been 

crucial in supporting its partners in the Global South. India’s International Solar Alliance (ISA), for example, aims 

to promote solar energy usage in tropical countries, enabling developing nations to leapfrog fossil fuel-based energy 

and transition to cleaner energy sources. This initiative is an example of how South-South Cooperation can foster 

environmental resilience in developing nations, while also contributing to global climate goals. By promoting 

environmental cooperation within the Global South, India strengthens its leadership role in sustainable development 

and climate action in the context of global environmental policy. (Bhattacharyya, 2020) 

India’s international environmental commitments reflect its active participation in global efforts to address climate 

change, conserve biodiversity, and promote sustainable development. Through its involvement in key international 

frameworks like the Paris Agreement, UNEP, CBD, UNFCCC, and South-South Cooperation, India continues to 

play a pivotal role in shaping global environmental policy and ensuring that the needs of developing nations are 

considered in global environmental negotiations. These commitments are critical as India seeks to balance its rapid 

economic growth with its responsibilities as a global environmental leader 

 

Conclusion 

India's National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) has been a significant step towards conserving the country's rich 

and diverse biodiversity. The NBAP has fostered the establishment of protected areas, the restoration of degraded 

ecosystems, and the sustainable use of natural resources. However, challenges such as habitat destruction, poaching, 

and the impacts of climate change remain, necessitating stronger enforcement and integration of conservation efforts 

into broader development policies. India’s international commitments, including its role in the Convention on 

Biological Diversity (CBD), have further strengthened its biodiversity conservation efforts. Nonetheless, ensuring 

effective implementation of the NBAP and achieving global biodiversity goals will require enhanced collaboration 

between government agencies, local communities, and international stakeholders. India's evolving role in global 

environmental governance, such as through its active participation in the Paris Agreement and the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), highlights the country’s growing responsibility as an environmental leader in the 

global South. The success of India’s biodiversity conservation strategies will be critical in balancing economic 

growth with ecological sustainability, ensuring that both its rich natural heritage and the global environment are 

protected for future generations. 
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